
Board of Commissioners of Cook County 
Finance Committee 

Public Hearing And Committee Meeting Notice and agenda 


Tuesday, October 10, 2017 10:00 AM Cook County Building, Board Room 

118 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 


NOTICE AND AGENDA 

There will be a meeting of the Committee or Subcommittee of the Board of Commissioners of Cook County at the 
date, time and location listed above to consider the following: 


PUBLIC TESTIMONY 

Authorization as a public speaker shall only be granted to those individuals who have submitted in writing, their 
name, address, subject matter, and organization (if any) to the Secretary 24 hours in advance of the meeting. Duly 
authorized public speakers shall be called upon to deliver testimony at a time specified in the meeting agenda. 
Authorized public speakers who are not present during the specified time for public testimony will forfeit their 
allotted time to speak at the meeting. Public testimony must be germane to a specific item(s) on the meeting agenda, 
and the testimony must not exceed three minutes; the Secretary will keep track of the time and advise when the time 
for public testimony has expired. Persons authorized to provide public testimony shall not use vulgar, abusive, or 
otherwise inappropriate language when addressing the Board; failure to act appropriately; failure to speak to an 
item that is germane to the meeting, or failure to adhere to the time requirements may result in expulsion from the 
meeting and/or disqualify the person from providing future testimony. 


17-4704 

Sponsored by: SEAN M. MORRISON, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, RICHARD R. BOYKIN, JEEEREY R. 
TOBOLSKI and JOHN A. ERITCHEY, Cook County Board of Commissioners 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO REPEAL THE SWEETENED BEVERAGE TAX 

WHEREAS, the Sweetened Beverage Tax Ordinance was approved and adopted on November 10, 2016; and 

WHEREAS, it has becoming increasingly clear that this is a regressive tax which will cause immediate and 
irrevocable hardship to businesses in Cook County and put those businesses in competitive disadvantage to 
businesses nearby; and 

WHEREAS, the U. S. Census Bureau has reported that from July of 2015 to June of 2016 Cook County has lost 
more population than any other county in the entire United States; and 

WHEREAS, it has been widely reported that one of the main reasons businesses and residents are moving out of 
Cook County is excessive tax regulations; and 


WHEREAS, a lawsuit has been filed questioning the constitutionality of this ordinance and Cook County may 
again be forced to spend huge sums to defend a potentially unconstitutional ordinance; and 


WHEREAS, Crain’s has reported that a recent poll conducted by a credible organization shows that 87 percent of 
Cook County residents are not in favor of the sweetened beverage tax; and 

WHEREAS, although this regressive tax has only been in effect a short time, it appears that many consumers are 
crossing county borders to purchase items being taxed and are also buying others items leading to an ultimate loss 
of tax dollars to our neighboring counties and states; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizens and businesses of Cook County that this regressive tax ordinance 
be repealed; 

NOW, THEREEORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Cook County Board of Commissioner that Chapter 74 
Taxation, Article XXII Sweetened Beverage Tax, Sections 74-850 through 74-859 of the Cook County Code is 
hereby amended as follows: 


ARTICLE XXII. SWEETENED BEVERAGE TAX ^ 


S e c. 7 4- 850. — Short titl e . 

This Article shall be known and may be cited as the "Cook County Sweetened Beverage Tax Ordinance." 

S e c. 7 4- 851. — D e finition sr- 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them 
in this Section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 


Beverage for medical use means: 

(1) A beverage suitable for human consumption and manufactured for use as an oral nutritional therapy for 

persons who cannot absorb or metabolize dietary nutrients from food or beverages, or for use as an oral 
rehydration electrolyte solution formulated to prevent or treat dehydration due to illness; and 

(2) Medically necessary foods, as defined in the federal Orphan Drug Act, 21 U.S.C. 360ee(b)(3), as amended. 

Beverage for medical use shall not include drinks commonly referred to as "sports drinks" or any other common 
names that are derivations thereof. 

Beverage dispensing machine means a fountain drink machine, a device that combines syrup or syrup 
concentrate and carbon dioxide with chilled and purified water, or other refrigerated beverage machine used to serve 
non - carbonated or carbonated drinks. 

Bottle means any sealed container regardless of size or shape, including, but not limited to, those made of glass, 
metal, paper, plastic, or any other material or combination of materials, including cans. 

Bottled sweetened beverage means any sweetened beverage contained in a bottle that is ready for consumption 
without further processing such as, but not limited to, dilution or carbonation. 
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S e c. 7 4- 859. — Rul e mak ingr 


The Department shall prescribe reasonable rules, definitions, and regulations necessary to carry out the duties 

imposed upon it by this Article. Such rules, definitions, and regulations shall take into account existing practices of 

sweetened beverage distributors and retailers for collection and remittance of the tax herein levied. Such rules shall 

include but not be limited to tax deductions/credits for breakage, spoilage, spillage, sweetened beverage expiration, 

sweetened beverage destruction and tax free sales. 

Effective date: This ordinance shall be in effect immediately 



Matthew B. DeLeon, Secretary 


Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Members: 


Daley 

Sims 

Committee of the Whole 
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